
Stonewall Jackson’s
Black Sunday School

By Rickey E. Pittman

Illustrated by 
Lynn Hosegood

PELICAN
1000 Burmaster Street
Gretna, Louisiana 70053
1-800-843-1724

www.pelicanpub.com

5 1 6 9 9

9  781589  807136   

ISBN 9781589807136

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Biography & 
Autobiography / Historical

P
E
LIC

A
N

$16.99

Rickey E. Pittman is 
a Civil War reenac-
tor, public speaker 
on issues and topics 
related to the War 
Between the States, 
musician who trav-

els and performs original and Civil 
War-period music, and storyteller at 
festivals throughout the South. His 
goal is to provide reading audiences 
with an “accurate book written from a 
Southern perspective” among “the po-
litically driven and often historically  
inaccurate materials currently avail-
able on the Civil War.” Pittman, a 
resident of Monroe, Louisiana, is the  
author of three additional picture 
books and a collection of short sto-
ries with Pelican: Jim Limber Davis: 
A Black Orphan in the Confederate 
White House, Confederate Alphabet, 
Scottish Alphabet, and Stories of the 
Confederate South.
 

Lynn Hosegood teach-
es art at a retirement 
community in her 
local area and runs a 
home-based business 
specializing in prints 
of Virginia historical 

sites and college campuses. Awarded 
Best in Show by the Virginia Watercolor 
Society, she has studied portraiture 
and limning and is featured in Splash 11: 
Best of Watercolor. Hosegood lives 
with her husband in Williamsburg, 
Virginia.

Printed in Singapore

Stonew
all Jackson’s Black Sunday Sch

ool
Pittm

an/H
osegood

In autumn 1855, slaves and free black 
men, women, and children first made 
their way to the Lexington Presbyte-
rian Church to attend Sunday school. 
Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson, a pro-
fessor at the Virginia Military Insti-
tute, stood as the superintendent of 
this school. Although it was illegal 
under Virginia law to teach blacks 
to read and write, Jackson believed 
all men, regardless of race, should 
have the opportunity to receive an  
education.
 To these students,  Professor  
Jackson was a leader and mentor who 
taught them more than just read-
ing and writing. He instilled in them 
the word of God. Even after he left 
to join the Civil War, he prayed for 
his students and sent them money 
for Bibles and hymnals. Through  
Jackson’s leadership, many of his 
Sunday-school students went on to  
become community leaders, minis-
ters, and educators.
 This lesser-known tale of the  
Confederate leader shows young read-
ers another side of the man known in 
battle as “Stonewall.”
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Stonewall Jackson Timeline

*The events included here are meant to serve as talking points  
with children.

1824: Thomas J. Jackson born in Clarksburg, Virginia.

1826: Jackson’s father dies.

1831: Jackson’s mother dies.

1842:  Admitted to West Point. He graduates in 1846, seventeenth 
out of a class of sixty with the rank of second lieutenant  
of artillery.

1847:  Fights in the Mexican War and is promoted to brevet major.

1848: Baptized and makes public profession of faith.

1850: Served in the army in Florida.

1851:  Appointed professor of artillery tactics and natural philos-
ophy at the Virginia Military Institute. Joins the Lexington 
Presbyterian Church.

1853: Marries Elinor “Ellie” Junkin.

1854: Jackson’s wife and infant die during childbirth.

1855:  Jackson and VMI cadets follow radical abolitionist John 
Brown to the gallows in Charlestown, Virginia (now West 
Virginia).

1861:  On April 21, Jackson leaves Lexington to serve in the  
Confederate Army. He is promoted to brigadier general.

1863:  Jackson is mistakenly shot by sentries on May 2 and dies 
on May 10.

1906:  A stained-glass window honoring Jackson was designed 
by Lylburn L. Downing, an attendee of Jackson’s Sunday 
school as a child. Later, as a pastor, he had the window 
installed at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
Roanoke, Virginia.
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Autumn 1855

When the church bells rang at 2:45 p.m. 
on Sunday afternoons, people in the town of 
Lexington, Virginia, made their way in wagons, 
carriages, on horseback, and on foot to worship. 
However, this Sunday was a special day in 
Lexington’s history because among the many 
worshipers were people of color—servants 
and free men, women, and children of all ages. 
They were making their way to the Lexington 
Presbyterian Church to attend Sunday school.



At 3:00 p.m., Thomas J. Jackson, a professor at 
the Virginia Military Institute, would be the first 
superintendent of this Sunday school. He walked 
into the lecture hall where the class would be 
held. Professor Jackson welcomed the crowd and 
then said, “All men need to be taught the way 
of salvation. However, I cannot make you come 
to school and learn. Are you willing to be taught 
and come to school every week?”

The room was full of people who were excited 
to be given the opportunity to worship and be 
taught the Bible. They all replied, “We are willing, 
Professor. Give us a Sunday school!”


